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Indiana hosts 2019 national conference for consulting foresters 

June 22-26 event puts Indiana hardwoods in spotlight 

   

FRENCH LICK, INDIANA -- Hundreds of forestry professionals will get a firsthand look at 

Indiana’s hardwood forests and the state of the art in timber management next month, when the 

Association of Consulting Foresters (ACF) brings its annual national conference to French Lick. 

The conference will take place from June 22 to 26 at the historic French Lick Springs Hotel. 

 

“Many Hoosiers have no idea that Indiana is nationally known for our hardwood forests,” 

explains Michael Warner, president of the Indiana Association of Consulting Forests (IACF), 

which is hosting this year’s conference. “Indiana’s hardwood industry provides over $10 billion 

in economic impact and supports 70,000 jobs. Nearly 84 percent of Indiana’s 4.9 million acres of 

forest is privately owned, and thanks to careful and sustainable practices, those forests are 

expanding, renewable resources that provide critically important habitat.” 

 

In February, Indiana Lt. Governor Suzanne Crouch announced the Indiana Hardwood Strategy, 

an economic development effort to expand current and attract new wood processing facilities to 

Indiana and strengthen the hardwoods industry.  

 

“The Lt. Governor’s announcement made this the perfect year to bring the national conference to 

Indiana,” adds Warner. “Attendees from all over the U.S. will get a firsthand introduction to our 

state’s top-quality hardwood forests and what professional foresters like our members are doing 

to increase the health of woodlands. Right now, professionally managed forests in Indiana are 

growing at better than twice the rate at which wood is being harvested.” 

 

Conference attendees will participate in a wide range of education activities and discussions 

about forestry and conservation practices, including training for sustainability and conversations 

about the impact climate change will have on forests. There’s also a first-ever fun run. A 

highlight for attendees will be a tour of Indiana hardwood forests and wood-using industries, 

with a visit to Spring Mill State Park, home to Donaldson’s Woods, one of Indiana’s few tracts 

of true virgin lumber. 

 

The Indiana Association of Consulting Foresters is a state chapter of the Association of 

Consulting Foresters, a national organization advancing the professionalism, ethics, and interests 

of professional foresters. IACF members work directly with woodland owners to plant, manage, 

and harvest trees in a manner that sustains and strengthens Indiana’s beautiful forests. Learn 

more at www.indiana-acf.org. 
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